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LIFE SKILLS in Marie Galante
On a cold November morning, the Danish and the Portuguese teams packed their bags, and commenced their long
journeys across the Atlantic Ocean, and arrived at their destination in Marie Galante, in the French West Indies.
The reason for this visit was the kick off meeting for the LIFE SKILLS project, a collaborative partnership, aimed
towards the development of an innovative approach to addressing the needs of middle and high school students
and youths.
In cooperation with two schools from Denmark, one from Portugal and one from Guadeloupe, coupled with local
organisations, the project will produce innovative student centred and student generated training programmes, in
order to generate an amelioration of student success rates in education, especially with focus on students from
multicultural areas of our societies, that are stigmatised by negative social inheritance and low academic success
rates.

The LIFE SKILLS project and the
city of Grand Bourg
The Mayor of Grand Bourg, in cooperation with Ms. Maryse Coppet (Caribsat) and Mrs. Cecilia Leboeuf-Hansen
(CONEQT), put LIFE SKILLS (Learning Innovation through Foreign Languages and Entrepreneurship) in place. The
project was accepted and funding was provided by the French National agency.
During the meeting the students had prepared a welcoming committee, with song, dance and food, prepared by
themselves and their parents. The media was also present, as the LIFE SKILLS project and the arrival of guests had
generated quite a lot of interest.
The Mayor of Grand Bourg, welcomed the visitors, and addressed the students, to welcome them onboard, wishing
everyone a successful participation in the project.
The principal of the college also welcomed the visitors, and was very excited about the prospect of this new project,
and the possibilities the consortium would be creating for the students and teachers of the school.

Aims of the meeting
The kick off meeting provided an opportunity for the consortium to get to know each other. Sessions of team
building and social activities had been arranged, in order to break the ice.
Most importantly, the week consisted mostly of many discussions regarding the methods, and how to apply them.

Enterpreneurship
Brejning Efterskole and FFE- Young Enterprise presented the project rocket, and gave the partners some practical
tools to use and to apply in the classroom. The discussions and questions based on the presentations created new
ideas, and the consortium talked about the implementation of the project in their classrooms.

The Prinicpal of College de Grand Bourg held a welcoming speech for the visitors and new colleagues, as well
as to thank the students for their great work. A group of pupils had prepared a speech in Creole, French and
English, others had cooked traditional food from the region and others performed traditional dances dressed
in the beautiful traditional dresses.

Norm Breakers
Østerbyskolen explained how they work with at risk youths and children, and presented their alternative and unique
way of dealing with problems and creating success stories instead of dropouts and social outcasts with their norm
breakers program.
This presentation raised a great deal of interest, and a section about this will be included in the LIFE SKILLS
teacher’s guide.
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